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FORWARD THINKING

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update: A Managed Return to School - 4 May 2020

Dear Parents and Caregivers

For the remainder of this week, students will continue to ‘learn from home’ via online learning
(Google Classroom). The school will remain open for students who need to attend. Supervision
will be available for these students, and they will engage in the same learning as the students
‘learning at home’. As also announced by the NSW Premier, parents are still encouraged ‘to
keep their children at home’.

Weeks 3-10 ‘Phased Managed Return’ to School

NSW Public Schools are looking to increase face-to-face teaching through a gradual return to
school for students during Term 2. This will be done through a staged approach to balance the
needs of students and staff, their families, personal circumstances and workplaces during the
pandemic. We are currently at Phase 0 (see table below).

From Week 3 (11t May) we will move to Phase 1, where every student will have the
opportunity to start attending school one day a week, with up to 25% of students in attendance
on any given day. Schools will manage the structure of this 'Phased Managed Return' for their
context. In other words, the Premier and Department of Education expects that every school
will do this differently.

Our Executive team have been working through the Premier’s operational guidelines to create
a model for Dee Why Public School which caters to the needs of our students, parents and
staff. Our model is attached to this letter/email and will also be communicated to you via the
school app and Facebook. Our model allows our teaching staff to move from supervision to
teaching — their students, in their classrooms. We will also continue to adjust our plans based
on any new advice we receive from the NSW Department of Education.

The Premier has stated that ‘in Phase 1 children should be kept at home except for their
rostered day’ and has asked parents to ‘respect the guidelines’ that will be established by the
school. Please note that this does not apply to those students of essential workers who need to
attend. We have tracked the data of these students the last 3 weeks of Term 1 and this will be
factored into ensuring that no more than 25% of students are on site on any given day.

Please note, students of essential workers coming to school not on their allocated day

may be supervised by another staff member in another part of the school should total
class numbers exceed the social distancing guidelines.
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NSW Department of Education

At all times

B Schools are safe places
for students, teachers
and staff.

B Al students engage
with a single unit
of work.

B Keep up-to-date
with your school's
communications to
make sure you receive
important messages
about timetable
changes.

W Any identified cases of
COVID-19 will continue
to be managed inline
with health advice,
including temporary
school closures where
necessary.

Learning from home

Practical resources

and guides to support
students are availabie at
the departrment’s
Leaming from home hub.

A managed
return to school

Guidelines for families

N 0

PHASE 0

Schools are open for

families who need it

* Familizs are encouraged to keep
their children at home wherever
possible, with no student to be
turned away.

* Students who attend school
ate supenised only, not in their
reguler classes.

* No excursions or inter-school
activities.

« Continued enhanied cleaning and
hygiene supply arangements.

* Keep your childichildren at home
f possible.

= Suppart your childichildren to
continue l=arning at home.

» Communicate with your school via
email and phone wherever possible.

* Follow the health advice and kesp
your childichiidren at home if they
arz urmwell,

PHASE 1

Students st school at least
‘one day per week.

* Schools have discretion for
establishing which group attends
on which day, with a preference to
groupsiblings/famifies together.

* Families who reed to send their
«child to school every day may
continue to do so and o child will
be turned away

* Classes are spiit across different
spaces and break times can be
stagoered.

* No excursions or inter-school
activities.

= Continued enhanced clkeaning and
tyaiene supply arrangements.

You can now

* Send your child/children 1o schoal
ONe 03y 3 WepK

* Yfou are encouraged 10 kesp you
child at home for the rest of the
week wherever possibie.

» Checkwith your school to see which
day of the week your child/children
should attend.

* Use the school canteen and uniform
shop where appropriate hygiens
messires ars in place.

You must continue to ‘You must continue to

* Follow your schools advice
regarding changes to drop off and
pick up: including staying in your car
when dropping off and picking up
wour childichildren if safe to do s,

= Maintain social distancing by
avniding gathering outside of
school gates.

* Make sure your childkhildran
have access to lunch and snacks,
noting some canteens may not be
operating ol this slage.

* Support your childfchitdren to
continue leaming at home on
remate earning days

« Communicate with your school via
email and phone wherever possible

* Follow the health advice and keep
your childfchildren at home if they
are unwell

* Schools have discration for
establishingwhich group sttends
onwhich days, with a preference to
groupsiblings/families together.

+ Famifies who need to send their child
to school every day may continue
o do 5o and no child will be turned
away

* Classes are spiit across different
spaces and break times can be
staggersd.

* Mo excursions or inter-school
activities.

= Continued enhanced cheaning and
hygiene supply arrangements.

* Send your childichildren to schoal
two days 3 week

* You areencouraged to keep you
child at home for the rest of the week
wheraver possible.

» Checkwith your school to see which
wio days of the week your child/
children sheuld attend.

= Use the school canteen and uniform
chop where appropriate hygiene
mieasures are in place.

» Follow your school's advice
reqarding changes to drop off and
pick up, induding staying in your cr
when dropping off and picking up
your childichildren if safe to do so.

* Maintain sodal distancing by
avoiding gathering cutsice of
schog! gates.

» Make sure your childfchildren
have acoess to lunch and snadks,
noling some canteens may not be
operating at this slage.

* Support your childichildren to
oontinue learning at homaon
remole learning days.

» Communicate with your schoaol via
email and phone wherever possible.

* Follow the health advice and kesp
your childichildren at home if they
are unwell.

PHASE 3

* Students with increased health risks
rmay continue o learn at home to
suit their individual needs.

+ Students remain in the same
clzmsroom for the day, break times.
can be staggered to reduce mixing
betwesn class groups.

+ No excursions or inter-school
activities.

+ Continued enhanced cleaning and
Fiygizne supply arrangements

* Send your childichildren to school
evary day.

* ACCESE COMITILNItY Services rurn
an school sites, where they are not
restricted by Public Health Orders.

* Use the school canteen and uriform
shop where appropriate hygiens
measures arein place.

= Walk your childjchildren into and out
of schoaol while maintaining social
distancing

* Follow your schoal's advice regarding
changes to drop off and pick up,
includirg staying in your carwhen
dropping off and picking up your
childichildren if safe to do so.

= Maintain socisl distancing by
avoiding gathering outside of
srhool gates.

* Make sure your childichildren
have access to lunch and snacks,
noting some cantesns may not be
operating at this stage.

Support your childichildren to
continue to learn at home if they are
required o learn remotsly:

« Communicate with your school via
email and phone wherever possible.

» Follow the health advice and kesp
your child/children at home if they
are urwell,

PHASE 4

Students at school five days
per week, with full
school activities.

» Normal school breaks and entrylesit
processes will resume.

* Infection control procedures will
oontinue on a schoal by school basi.

+ Communication to staff. students
and families regarding NSW Health
advice will continue.

* Continued communication to the
Early Childhood Education sector
reqgarding MSW Health Advice.

* Sand your childichildran toschoat
ooy day.

* Parlicipate in school excursions and

inter-school activities.

* Use playground equipment at
schools.

* Drop your childfchildren off at school
asyou woulkd normally do:

* Participate in school based activities
such as volunteering in dasses and
assembliss.

» Use senvices that usually operate ab
your school like canteens and other
community run activities.

GOVERNMENT

| have been incredibly appreciative of the support and understanding that we have received
from parents and carers during these unprecedented times in education. | know how
challenging this has been for our students and their families. | would also like to thank the

extraordinary staff of Dee Why Public School, who have gone above and beyond to learn new
modes of lesson delivery and technology platforms when designing and creating new content in
a short time period to ensure their students’ learning and growth continues. By continuing to

work together we will help to protect our community.

Kind Regards

Mark Chaffer
Principal
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